
Dear Friends of the Rhode Island Free Clinic,

In 1998, our co-founders were motivated to open the Rhode Island Free Clinic in response to
the volume of patients visiting local emergency departments for care that could have been
provided in a primary care setting or avoided altogether. Twenty-five years later, the Free
Clinic continues to play a critical role in the Ocean State by delivering high-quality, free
healthcare to our vulnerable neighbors through our model of volunteerism - fellow Rhode
Islanders giving of their most precious asset… time! These are doctors, nurses and nurse
practitioners, physician and medical assistants, social workers, dental professionals, as well
as students from local colleges and universities who are committed to helping all Rhode
Islanders access quality healthcare regardless of their ability to pay. 

The Rhode Island Free Clinic continues to provide life-changing comprehensive medical,
dental, vision and behavioral healthcare to the state’s medically uninsured adults. Said one
patient, “I am alive today because of the medical services I receive at the clinic.” This is just
one of the many patient testimonials we receive. Enclosed are highlights of our tremendous
impact in 2023, income and expenses, milestones in our 25-year journey, highlights from
our fall Founders’ Event, and a recognition of donors. Please know that the Board of
Directors and staff are grateful to you - our community - for your incredible generosity and
steadfast commitment to the Free Clinic’s core mission over the past quarter century. 

As we navigate a leadership transition and perform strategic planning to optimize our
operating model, RIFC remains excited about our next chapter thanks to the dedication of our
volunteers, donors, partners, and, you, our community champions. Together, we will
shepherd the Rhode Island Free Clinic into another 25 years of serving fellow Rhode
Islanders.  As always, we thank you for your support! 

Be well,
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On October 19, 2023, the Rhode Island Free Clinic community came together to celebrate the
25th Anniversary Founders’ Event. In addition to commemorating 25 years of community service,
we also had the pleasure of honoring Mary McCabe, DDS, MBA, FACD with the 2023 Dr. Steven
Brin Physician of the Year Award. Dr. McCabe’s exceptional care for patients, which embodies
and promotes the spirit of excellence of the late Dr. Steven Brin, continues to serve those in need
of comprehensive dental care. 

Since opening the dental clinic in 2018, Dr. McCabe has remained steadfast in her commitment
to making dental healthcare accessible to those in need as well as educating patients about the
importance of oral health a key indicator of overall health, well-being, and quality of life.

P A T I E N T  V O I C E S

A 48-year-old patient came to the Clinic for an initial exam. She had never been to a dentist.
After receiving periodontal treatment and restorations, she stated that she had been praying
for such an opportunity for many years!

A 72-year-old patient with advanced periodontal disease received specialized treatment
including graft surgery. Our volunteer periodontist provided comprehensive care to stabilize
her condition. On her follow-up visit, she told us “I can finally sing in church again without
being embarrassed by my loose teeth.”
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25TH ANNIVERSARY FOUNDERS’ EVENT
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